
Chapter 1.1.2, Disease Listing and Notification Criteria and Chapter 1.1.3, Diseases Listed 
by the OIE. 
The United States supports the proposed de-listing of certain fin-fish, mollusc and crustacean 
diseases from the OIE List of Reportable Aquatic Diseases. However, we would have liked to 
have more time to assess the addition to the list of five mollusc diseases.  Also, we believe that it 
is important for the OIE to consider de-listing certain strains of disease agents such as viral 
hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS). 
 
The enzootic marine strains of VHS found in the Pacific Coast, have a world-wide distribution 
and cause little mortality, including under controlled transmission trials with salmonids.  Other 
strains of the VHS virus, however, such as the Egtvedt strain, do cause significant mortality, and 
would be devastating if introduced into a susceptible population. 
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